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Sakawa Geology Museum and Institute
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The Quaternary period began about 2.58 million years ago and continues to the present day. This era has
seen alternating cold (glacial) and warm periods. During glacial periods, the increase in snow and ice on land
leads to a decrease in seawater. As the seawater level drops, land masses eventually become connected. As
a result, there was movement of animals between the continent and the Japanese archipelago. Conversely,
when it warms up, the seawater level rises, and the Japanese archipelago becomes isolated from the
continent, leading to the isolation of animals on the islands. Furthermore, the Quaternary is also the era
when humans appeared and migrated across the world. They engaged in hunting, land improvement, and
the use of fossil fuels, which led to the extinction of various animals and even impacted the climate.

In the midst of such changes during the Quaternary, how have the animals living in Japan and Shikoku
evolved?

In Sakawa Town and the neighboring Hidaka Village, there are caves known as Anaiwa and Saruda Cave,
respectively. Anaiwa contains bones from the post-glacial warm period, while Saruda Cave has bones

from the glacial period. These bones tells what kinds of animals lived in Shikoku during the Quaternary.
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